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Modern dairy cows are achieving much 

higher yields than they did a decade ago, 
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manage our heifers to ensure that they are 
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and reduced milk yield.
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the most common reasons for 

culling heifers post-calving

So what can you do to ensure your heifers 
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Calves are born with no immunity and 

rely solely on colostrum to provide it with 
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health, low growth rates and higher mortality. 

The majority of scour outbreaks that we see 
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colostrum management. Following the four 

principles of colostrum management is the 
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rapidly, therefore it is really important to 
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simple device such as colostrometer, can give 

=)1#,*#-*2-4,5)*#)+#4)/)&'%1(#<1,/-'=9

E*&!'5:I(9#!F5(6-&J-(.5(5#(83&!8-

V#(-*-(1(#)+#E#/-'%"&#)+#6))2#<1,/-'=#

colostrum is needed to ensure that a calf has 
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suckling to consume 2 litres, so even if you see 

the calf having a few suckles, don’t assume it’s 

had enough.
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reduced if the calf is stressed when it receives 

the colostrum compared to those that are 
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the dam is present.
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This can be achieved by increasing 

milk replacer intake either by increasing 

the volume fed or gradually increasing the 
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modern calf as to meet their maintenance and 
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milk replacer solid per day, even more in cold 
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achieve good intakes from dirty buckets. 

^%)(#'0)#0"">&#)+#,6"#,2#/-3#4,/+D

&8"4-$4#4)*4"*'%,'"&#&!)1/2#3"#(,2"#

,7,-/,3/"#,-(-*6#')#-*4%",&"#-*',>"&#')#C9F>6\

4,/+\2,=#,'#0",*-*6#')#)85(-&"#%1("*#

+1*45)*#,*2#6%)0'!#8)&'D0",*-*69#:/",*#

$3%"#-*#'!"#+)%(#)+#!,=#)%#&'%,0#&!)1/2#,/&)#

be readily available and placing this in a rack 
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disease spread to a minimum. 

Whilst there is a cost involved with 

increased milk replacer use, this is more 

than recovered by the resultant lower age at 
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environment to reduce disease

Providing calves with a clean, dry and 
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amongst calves as it creates aerosols of 

bacteria and viruses which can easily enter 

the calves lungs. Therefore try to minimise the 

amount of water (other than fresh drinking 

water) in the calf pens by washing buckets 

etc in a separate area and dry sweeping areas 

rather than hosing down. Urea from soiled, 
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the lining of the lungs, increasing the risk of 

pneumonia, therefore a regular supply of 

clean fresh bedding is needed.
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to disease and mixing them with older calves 
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bacteria and viruses that their developing 

immune system cannot cope with. Rearing in 

batches according to size and age will reduce 

the risk of exposure to disease as well as 
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to be tailored to the individual group.
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whether you are achieving target growth 

weights.
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assess mortality and disease rates and more 

importantly to monitor progress once changes 

are made.
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